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Prayer
Requests

BEREAVEMENTS:
e The family of Carolyn Serafford, a patient of Ronda Floyd

PRAYER REQUESTS:

Vicki Farrar, cancer

John Stiles, leukemia

Susan Widmer, Martha Mellott’s daughter, health issues
John Stiles, leukemia

Susan Widmer, Martha Mellott's daughter, health issues
Nell Donovan

Mavinee Bredthauer

Joan, Dave Gmiter's mother, recovering from surgery
Ted, Pam Zelewski’'s brother, cancer

Cindy, Linda Brandimarte’s sister, heart issues

Cathy, LouAnn Gayle's sister, recovering from a serious accident
The Shults family

Ronda and Johnny Loyd

Lindsey Nunes, Liz Adkisson's cousin, cancer

Ron & Sandy, neighbors of the Grochowski's

Deb Braun, friend of the Murphy’s

Ruby Gonzales, co-worker of Lexi Dunn

CELEBRATIONS:

e Congratulations to Julie Ramsey on the birth of her
granddaughter, Brooklyn Iris Reiling

e We are pleased to announce that Stormy Sueverkruepp has
graciously come forwarded to serve as our interim Music
Director during the time that we seek to find someone to fill this
position. Thank you Stormy, for your willingness to serve our
church as you share your gift of music with us.

Pastor’s Perspective

A tradition of the Methodists since the middle of the 18" century is to
start each new year with a Wesleyan Covenant Service designed by
the spiritual father of Methodism, John Wesley. On Sunday, January
3 we will follow this practice along with other congregations across
the world.

L

John Wesley was an amazing man. He was brought the Gospel of Jesus Christ
to the people of his day in a fresh and vigorous manner, yet stayed rooted in the
historical foundations of the faith. Through our following this covenant renewal
service we stand alongside his traditions as well as speaking to the needs in our
present day.

The language of this service is “old” yet timeless in the same way that the lan-
guage of the King James Bible and Shakespeare transcends the ages. Through
our commitment to allow God to accept us as we are, and to make us who God
needs us to be, we revisit the heart of our faith: that we have experienced the
love of Jesus Christ is our lives so that we are not only changed from who we
were, but that we are in turn taking that energy, that spirit, and that love, to trans-
form the world around us. Starting with our personal lives, into our homes and the
places where we are in contact with other people and beyond throughout God’s
world.

This is more than making New Year’s resolutions, this is reliving the promise of
hope, love and joy that God gives us in our lives with our commitment to carry that
message to all.

Please join me in worshiping together in our tradition services at 8:30 and 11:00
for the Wesley Covenant Communion Service on Sunday, January 3.

: .a é 3rd Sunday Lunch

January 17th

Join us at noon in the fellowship hall.
Bring your favorite dish to share. Lunch is potluck!

Youth Rally at Bethany UMC

The Youth will go to a Youth Rally on Sunday, January
3rd at Bethany for dinner and worship with the
¥ Justin Graves Band, formerly known as The
Brown Band that we heard a couple of years ago
at Rolling Hills. The event takes place 5:30 - 7:30
p.m. We'll meet in the fellowship hall at 4:30 p.m.
and return by 8:15 p.m. for parent pick-up. The cost
is $5.00 and includes dinner. See Cindy Kainu to
sign the required parent permission form. Band
CD's and T-shirts will be available for purchase.

Rethink Leadership: Mark your calendar
for January 30, 2010, 9 am to 12:30 pm — for
the Austin District's administrative training
event, Rethink Leadership (formerly My Job
Workshop) at Westlake UMC. Join us for
expert leadership development with special
attention to the United Methodist Church’s
four areas of focus. Doors open at 9 am.
Choose from one of ten workshops.

There will also be introductory workshops for newly
appointed members of administrative committees such as
Staff/Pastor Parish Relations, Trustees and Finance. The
event is free; child care is available (contact Kevin Murphy
by January 12" if you need to schedule child care).

Kevin Murphy, Lay Leader

Celebrate God’s Gifts — A Big Thank You!

Celebrate God’s Gifts. And you did! Your response during our
2009 financial stewardship emphasis will provide a significant
boost to our ministries of care, hope and compassion in 2010.
Thank you so much for your participation in Celebrate God’s Gifts!

Here are the “headlines”:

¢ 2010 Estimate of Giving financial commitments received from 62 families with a
financial covenants total of $181,727. In 2009, 51 families made Estimate of Giving
financial with financial covenants totaling $160,190. This represents a 13%
increase in total dollars. Praise God!

+ 23 new or first time Estimate of Giving covenants made.

+ 23 families increased their covenants over their 2009 Estimates of Giving.

+ 12 families held strong at their 2009 Estimates of Giving covenants.

¢ 4 families, due to a variety of circumstances, needed to decrease their 2010
Estimate of Giving covenants.

Additionally, 1 youth made a 2010 Estimate of Giving covenant; in 2009 11 youth
made similar covenants.

We are so excited by your generous response. These financial covenants,
combined with the regular giving of families who do not make a covenant, will
enable us to strengthen and grow the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ
through Leander UMC. After quite a number of years with commitments around
$160,000 you have helped strengthen Leander UMC as we plan for the future!

On behalf of the Stewardship Task Force and your Administrative Council, thank
you so much for your commitment and support. May God bless you and bless this
congregation in 2010!

Kevin Murphy, Chairperson 2009 Stewardship Task Force

PCE School Brings Training:

Parish Christian Educator School offers intensive study for volunteer and paid lay
persons in local church CE. Six topics, offered for parts of four days each in January
and June over the course of three years, end in the participant's commissioning.
Coming January 6-9: Administration of CE Programs with Dr. Diana Hynson, the
General Board of Discipleship’s director of learning/teaching; June 16-19: The Bible
and CE led by the Rev. Judi Mayne, a conference deacon. Find more information
at: www.umcswitx.org/parish-christian-educators.
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Our Mission:

To bring people to Jesus Christ, to nurture
relationships with Him, and to reach out in
service to the world . . .to the glory of God.

Staff:

Ministers: All who worship & follow Christ
Pastor: Dr. Timothy Abel

Administrative Assistant: Stephanie Eason
MDO Director: Vickie Houk

Custodian: Linda Brandimarte

Musician: Stormy Sueverkruepp
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Is God Calling You?

If you've been called to help Leander UMC grow as a
spiritually supportive fellowship but you don’t know where
to serve or how to serve Him, please prayerfully consider
this opportunity. On a Sunday afternoon in March, adult
training will be provided to equip individuals in leading
adult small group settings. The purpose of a specific
adult small group could be service, fellowship, fun,
learning and more. Want to help and get training on

how to help? Contact Beth Abel :
Beth@LifeMapsWorkshop.com.




